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JON KLASSEN 
WINS THE 2010 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S LITERARY AWARDS 

FOR CHILDRENS’ ILLUSTRATION  
 
(Toronto, Ontario, November 16, 2010)  Jon Klassen, acclaimed illustrator, has won the Governor General’s award 

for English language Children’s Illustration for his work on Cats’ Night Out (Paula Wiseman Books, March 23, 2010, 

$15.99). The Governor General’s literary awards are the most comprehensive book awards in Canada, given 

annually to the best English-language and the best French-language books in seven categories. Established by 

Governor General Lord Tweedsmuir of Elsfield in 1936, the GGLAs are funded and administered by the Canada 

Council, and have since evolved into Canada’s pre-eminent national literary awards, featuring a cash prize of 

$25,000 for each winning author, with the total value of the awards estimated  at $450,000.  

 

Discovered by the team of Editor Alexandra Penfold and Associate Art Director Lucy Cummins of Paula Wiseman 

Books, a division of Simon & Schuster, Jon is no stranger to book and art collaboration projects.  He draws his 

inspiration from folk tales, has worked with McSweeney’s quarterly, and has created illustrated scenes from the 

movie The Road adapted from Cormac McCarthy’s novel and the Canadian short story The Painted Door. Jon has 

worked on a number of high profile film and animation projects, including the U2 music video I’ll Go Crazy If I Don’t 

Go Crazy Tonight, Tim Burton’s Coraline, and a TV spot for the BBC’s coverage of the 2010 Vancouver Olympics 

(which was nominated for the 2010 BAFTA awards).   

 

Originally from Niagara Falls, Jon studied at Sheridan College in Toronto, and now lives in Los Angeles. He has a 

unique ability for infusing his art with a sense of energy and playfulness. In Cats’ Night Out, Jon’s illustrations bring 

life and movement to the city streets of New York, evoking the free movement and carefree attitude of the Jazz 

age, whilst sparking the imagination of generations of young readers to come. 

 

Simon & Schuster, a part of CBS Corporation, is a global leader in the field of general interest publishing, dedicated 
to providing the best in fiction and nonfiction for consumers of all ages, across all printed, electronic, and audio 
formats. Its divisions include Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing, Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, Simon & 
Schuster Audio, Simon & Schuster Online, and international companies in Australia, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom.  For more information, visit our website at simonandschuster.com 
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